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T H E  A R A B  H O R S E
Peter Upton

The first Arab stallion brought into Britain from the Desert of Arabia

was Padischah, imported in the 1830s, and whose pure-bred line still

exists. This book provides a complete record of all the desert-bred horses

imported into Britain after Padischah, from whom all present day pure-

bred Arab horses descend.

In his introductory chapter, Peter Upton provides a narrative history of

the desert journeys of those early British enthusiasts who went in search of

horses suitable for shipping back to Britain, most notably Major Roger

Upton, Wilfrid Scawen and Lady Anne Blunt (founders of the famous

Crabbet Stud in 1878), and the Honourable Miss Dillon. Thereafter, and

often in the words of the original importers, the author gives detailed

descriptions of the eighty-six horses who have lines existing to this day.

There follow detailed tables of descent of mares and stallions, and

sections on Bedouin horse breeders, the origins of the Arab horse, and the

development of strains.

Lavishly illustrated with 60 full-page colour portraits of horses by the

author, and colour reproductions of famous paintings of Arab horses by

Wootton, Herring, Stubbs, Landseer and others, and with 160 black-and-

white and sepia photographs, sketches and etchings, this revised and

expanded edition of The Arab Horse will delight and inform all those with

an interest in this most beautiful breed.
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SPECIFICATIONS

336pp hardback
234 x 303 mm landscape
Price: £45.00
Publication: Spring 2006
ISBN: 0954970 187

Lavishly illustrated with
water-colour paintings, fine
art reproductions, sepia and
b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e
photographs, etchings and
sketches.

THE MARKET
This book will appeal to all those individuals and
organisations with a special interest in the Arab horse. It will
also have a strong appeal to the general public – horse lovers
generally, those who admire the breed and those who
appreciate the horse in art. Coverage can be expected
internationally in the numerous and widely-distributed
periodicals focusing on the Arab horse, and in mainstream UK
magazines and supplements. Reasonably priced, it makes an ideal
gift.

THE AUTHOR
Peter Upton is a past President of the Arab Horse Society of Great
Britain, an internationally renowned horse judge, and an expert on the
history of the Arab horse. He writes regularly for the Arab Horse News
(Great Britain), and other equestrian journals and magazines. His other books include Desert Heritage:An Artist’s Collection of
Blunt’s Original Arab Horses (1980), and The Classic Arab Horse (1986). He is also an artist who specializes in equestrian
paintings, especially of the Arab horse and depictions of the desert scene. He has held one-man exhibitions of his paintings
in the UK and abroad, and his work, including many private commissions, are in collections around the world.

“This book must rank as an indispensable addition to the history of the Arabian for in these horses which came to England we
have a heritage without price. What has obviously been the author’s labour of love will inevitably become our grandchildren’s
heirloom.” The Arab Horse Society News

237

P&RPS Volume 2

AHS Volume 1

Imported 1908

M U S K E T

A bay horse foaled in 1900.

Bred in the desert of Arabia.

Imported from Bombay, India by Lieutenant-Colonel H.M. Abud in 1908.

Bay with a star, and socks, off fore and hind legs.

13 hands 2 1/4 inches.

A winner of races in India. 1906, 1st Arab Stallions, Bombay Horse Show. 1909, 3rd Eastern Stallions, London Show.

Owned by Mr Everard R. Calthrop.

Died 1914.

Description

Height

s Musket

Many Arabs had arrived in this

country prior to that date. Indeed

the stallion Arundel*, and Truncefice*,

a mare who came from Bradmound,

King of Damascus, were brought to

London by Sir Bevys of Hampton as

early as the tenth century, and in 1624

the Royal Stud at Tutbury lists an

Arabian colt, used to cover mares in

hand. Later, Cromwell was eager to

import some Arab horses:
The Levant Company to Sir

Thomas Bondyshe. Ambassador at

Constantinople, 10 September,

1657, London.
Upon intimation from his

Highness the Lord Protector of his

desire to be accommodated with

some good Arabian horses, as a

means to furnish England with a

breed of that kind; We have now

written to Aleppo (where heretofore

there have bin some, and possible

some may now be) to supply us with

two of that sort, if it may be …
During the intervening years more

than three hundred stallions and mares

are recorded as having been imported to

England. To be more exact is difficult,

for many horses went by a number of

names, often the result of a change of

ownership and others were probably

never recorded. The Alcock Arabian*,

for example, imported in 1704 by Sir

Robert Sutton via Constantinople and

bought by the 2nd Duke of Ancaster, was

also known as the Ancaster Turk, the

Dorchester Turk, Brownlow Turk,

Pelham’s Grey Arabian, Holderness

Turk and Sutton Turk and he was

probably the same horse as the one

known as the Honeywood Arabian, also

called Sir J. William’s Turk and Sir C.

Turner’s White Turk. From the Alcock

Arabian* descend such famous grey

Thoroughbred horses as the Tetrarch,

Mumtaz Mahal and Mahmoud.
Considering what a difficult
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Early Imports of Arab Horses

The Godolphin Arabian, oil painting by 
John Wooton, 1731. s

Lord Grosvenor’s Arabian with a Groom, oil painting by George Stubbs, c. 1765.

(Reproduced with kind permission of the Kimbell Art Museum, Forth Worth, Texas.)

s

Royal Mares, oil painting by F. Sibrechts, 1685.

s

Languish and Pantaloon by John F. Herring senior, 1840.

s


